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HMS ULSTER
At this time when we are beginning our Work-up it is not a bad idea to read about accounts of ULSTER'S wartime activities. Besides making interesting reading they raise many points which we are expected to practice here at Portland.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ULSTER'S first action came three and a half months after commissioning, during the middle watch of 4th October 1943, off the North West coast of France, Five British destroyers of which ULSTER was one were on patrol in this region, one of the force picked up three stationary contacts, difficult to identify as there are many rocks standing off the coast. The OTC ordered the force to investigate and when two miles distant from the contacts, illuminated them with rocket flares. They were seen to be three Elbing Class destroyers.  The force immediately opened fire and the enemy turned away Eastwards at high speed.  HMS GRENVILLE was hit aft and on fire, the other ships being slow small Hunt Class, ULSTER alone went in pursuit at full speed,   she fired on one enemy and left it burning badly while she went after the other two. ULSTER fired four torpedoes from 3500 yards and in return received a hit on the starboard side in a messdeck causing flooding in the forward 4" and Bofors magazines.  From 3000 yards another torpedo attack was made.  Having expended her star shell an attempt was made to illuminate the enemy with a searchlight, but this drew their fire and there was a hit on the foc'sle by the senior rates' mess near the forward ammunition supply position. Flooding was now seriously affecting the magazines and low power room and on orders from the OTC, ULSTER withdrew.  The enemy were also retiring, one ship with two fires burning, the other giving out black and white smoke.  From Intelligence it was found that the two ships were put out of action for five months. In ULSTER one rating was killed and two seriously injured.
The first hit at 34 - 35 station in the messdeck had caused a slow flood which threatened the magazines.  As much ammunition as possible was brought up by the DC party and magazine numbers and the hole in the side stuffed with hammocks and a wooden board shored against it. The submersible pump and main suction were used against the flooding. A second hit in the senior rates' mess added to the work, slowed down by the need at times to clear the suction strainers of loose clothing and damaged furniture in the messdeck. Due to the transverse bulkheads not being watertight, flooding seeped into the low power room. It was difficult to move the portable pump to this compartment as casualties had been laid out in the Burma Road They were quickly moved but by this time water had affected the switchboards and power to the forward ring main and pump were lost.     It was attempted to use sockets supplied from the after switchboard but these had become internally flooded, emergency cables were then rigged by electricians to the pump and it was put to work.  As a result of damage to switchboards and electricity supplies, the BWO was out of action for twenty minutes.   It was noted that AEL's functioned well and without them delays and confusion would have grown.
The second action in which ULSTER played a major role was on 29th March 1944 off Sicily, when in company with two other destroyers she picked up a sonar contact at 1700 yards.  The OTC did not allow her to commence an attack but waited until another of the patrol was ready to assist and then attacks were made. Due to the submarine's ability to dive below 700 feet, the maximum depth at which any of the British ships could explode depth charges, the U-boat was only shaken at first. ULSTER maintained contact while the U-boat wriggled to lose her, but after seven hours all of ULSTER'S depth charges were expended and she went to Palermo and saw no more of the action.  The U-boat was held for twenty hours and suffered twenty-two attacks before she was forced to surface shortly after midnight.  As she rose the U-boat fired torpedoes at HMS LAPOREY, sinking her in about two minutes, but was herself sunk by gunfire as she broke surface. 69 survivors were picked up from LAFOREY. The reports from the other ships in the force all remarked that the small red lights on lifejackets were of great assistance in finding people in the water.
The third action resulted in very serious damage to ULSTER. She was on the edge of a circular screen in a British Carrier Task Group a hundred miles South of Japan when there was a "Flash Red" at 0710 on April 1st 1945.  The radar picture showed a group of aircraft at 6000 yards exhibiting IFF but no other aircraft. The Officer of the Quarters of the After Group saw a Zeke enemy aircraft at Red 170, barely ½ mile away, closely followed by a Seafire. There was some confusion on the Bofors gun and two lookouts were closed up on the starboard beam to stern arc but none to port. The plane came in on a moderate dive, releasing a bomb at about 800 feet which hit the water abreast No. 2 boiler room starboard side; twenty feet off.  The aircraft continued its flight, still being pursued but not engaged by ULSTER.  The Captain in his report was very sad and bitter at this and of the mental apathy shown by all concerned to lookout duty until they had been in action. A 12 foot square hole, mostly below the water line was created at 54 station allowing flooding into the engine room and No. 2 boiler room.   Steam pressure dropped right back, main throttles were closed and bulkhead valves closed in the engine room. In No. 2 boiler room the Stoker PO at first thought several steam pipes had burst, he shut off sprayers, opened up the master fan control valves and ordered the boiler room to be evacuated. Three ratings had been killed, he and one other escaped but this M (E) later died from his burns. In No. 1 boiler room the water level went very low, steam pressure dropped back and in the end the stop valves were shut.     In five minutes ULSTER had lost way and increased her draught by 2½ feet but remained upright. Torpedoes, depth charges and loose gear were jettisoned including, in the hurry, gear required for towing.     The ship's fresh water was used to fill No. 1 boiler to put steam on the pumps and capstan but was insufficient and salt water was used as feed water.
On loss of steam the turbo-generators were put cut of action, this resulted in a loss of supplies to the gyro, steering motors, after gun, torpedo and depth charge communication, and control circuits.  The floating battery supply to the gyro dropped off very quickly, but no diesel generators had been damaged and by quick and correct action by the senior rates on the two switchboards a partial power failure was limited to 3 - 4 minutes.  HMNZS GAMBIA towed ULSTER for four days, during which time the tow broke once. Both ships were forced by circumstances to proceed slowly through seas in which air and underwater attacks were to be expected. The tow consisted of a shackle of the GAMBIA'S cable, her 5½ wire and seven shackles of ULSTER'S cable.  The tow was secured by the compressor and three slips forward of the cable holder, with the strain equalised, the brake left off the cable holder. ULSTER was partially repaired at Leyte by ship's staff, HMS TYNE, the fleet repair ship and USN personnel.  She steamed home from Sydney on June 19th to Chatham on August 11th at an average speed of 17 knots on the one remaining boiler.
Distribution
General - all messes.
