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Ditto,
Good to hear from you. Firstly about myself.   I came back into the mob last September after being outside for nearly three years.
I vas like a fish out of water, out there in the big wide world.
After trying everything or nearly everything, the wife sad X thought it batter X come back in.  There's no security outside, and with four children you do have to have some form of security.
Now for Fathers '264' He IS a ball of fire. Wait until you arrive at Portland, he'll be flitting around the Ops Room like a blue arse fly. He's a good hand though; he certainly nursed me through our workup.
You'll have no trouble with him as long as you keep the halyards bar taut, this includes the Jack and Ensign Staff, a clean commissioning pendant, and have the bridge windows cleaned everyday.  Another thing he expects of his V/S staff is that they spot any ships/aircraft etc., before anyone else on the bridge and as the Yeoman he likes you to be able to name the ships you come across, or he will soon tell 'you' who they are.  Keep your eye on the W.P.P. so you will have a good idea who is in your area.   When reporting on, make certain you get a "ROGER" from him and the OOW/ORO if you don’t, start getting on to them and he WILL lap that up.  I used to shout like hell until I had some acknowledgement from them.   The INT CODE VOL 1 is one of his favourites, and you will be using it quite often with Father.
I don’t know if you always have two Very Pistols on the bridge, but that’s another of his pet ideas, so Taff, have two and a heap of cartridges handy, "He often shoots down a/C" I suppose he will have you loading his Lugar and SLR mags for him as well.
If by any chance you can get your hands on a good supply of "Dutch logs", then grab them because he eats the things.   Everytime the ship stops, at least four go over the side.   You'll get the cry for "TAMPAX" except when ladies are present when the call will be for "A BIT OF WOOD".
If he's like he was onboard this barge, then you'll have plenty of ladies onboard.  He's a bit of a smoothy.
Loudhailers are called FLUESDETUTS, the hand type are KLINERFLUESTUTS
Anyway Taff, I don’t think you have anything to worry about, he's the kind who will allow a mistake once, give you a blast but hold no malice.   But, if the same slip is made again, look out!
Fortunately I had a peaceful life, not because I made no cocks mind, just that they went unnoticed most of the time. *
One more thing he is very keen on and that’s Red Shades on the aldis lamps at night.
Well mate that’s about all I can think of, I hope it’s of some use to you?   I got on well with him and wouldn’t mind another ship with him, so you will be O.K.  So Best of Luck anyway.
If we ever get around the same place, I'll take you up on that RPC.
Give the old man my regards.
C. U.
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